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Introduction to
the Teacher’s Guide

This Teacher’s Guide is designed to assist those 
who will be leading in the study of these Bible 
lessons. You will find helpful information in the 
front of this book that will be of great value as 
you prepare to teach each lesson.

•	Preparing	to	Teach	the	Lesson

•	Ten	Laws	for	the	Sunday	School	Teacher

•	Tips	for	Teaching	the	Bible

•	Goals	for	This	Series

After the introductory material, you will find 
preparation instructions and Class Teaching 
Notes for all thirteen lessons in this series. 
At the conclusion of this book, information is 
given for those who are interested in additional 
materials.	Our	prayer	is	that	the	Holy	Spirit	will	
give you divine enabling as you faithfully teach 
the Word of God.



Read the Bible Background Reading

Read the background Bible passages that 
are given for each lesson. Be sure to read each 
passage twice.

 1.  Read the first time for general understanding. 
	 				Look	up	any	unfamiliar	words	or	phrases.

 2. Read the second time to mark key words and 
     key expressions that speak to your heart.

Read the Bible Lesson
After	 reading	 and	 marking	 the	 Scripture	

passages which correspond to the lesson, read the 
Bible lesson from Door of Hope that corresponds 
with the lesson you are studying. As you read, 
mark key statements or paragraphs so that you 
can review them later.

Answer the Questions
In the Class Teaching Notes, you will find 

preparation questions for each lesson. After 
reading the lesson, answer these questions to 
reinforce the things you have read. These are 
identical to the questions that the students are 
given in the Study Guide.

 

Preparing to Teach the Lesson
As we study to teach God’s Word, we must realize 

that thorough preparation is extremely important. 
The teacher should teach from an overflow. The 
truths of each lesson should make an impact in 
the teacher’s life before being communicated to 
others. Here are some suggestions for preparing 
to teach the lessons in this series.

Begin Preparation Early
For many teachers, preparation is something 

that begins and ends in the same evening. Usually, 
that evening is the one before the lesson is to be 
given. If you begin to prepare early, you will 
have the opportunity to “live” with the lesson 
throughout the week. Many times we do not get 
the full impact of Bible truths because we do not 
give	 the	 Lord	 the	 opportunity	 to	 develop	 these	
truths in our own lives.

Look to Christ
In our Bible study and teaching, our goal is not 

to know information; our goal is to know Jesus 
Christ and to make Him known. Begin your 
preparation time by “looking unto Jesus.” We 
need to come to God’s Word in faith believing 
that He is going to speak to us. Take time to 
commune	with	the	Lord	Jesus	and	get	your	heart	
in tune with Him.

Teacher’s Preparation



Notice the Lesson Aims

In each lesson, you should not try to teach many 
things, but rather teach a few things well. Give 
careful attention to the “lesson aims” which help 
to identify the key truths that are to be taught in 
each lesson. Keep these aims before you during 
your preparation time. They will help you to 
communicate the key truths in the lesson.

Write Out Ideas for Application
A good Bible teacher will always strive to apply 

the truths of God’s Word to his audience. Before 
teaching, write out specific ideas for applying 
this lesson to your particular audience. We can 
teach people of all ages and stages in life to bring 
their burdens to Christ. Make your application 
especially strong in the conclusion of the lesson.

Use Illustrations
The	Lord	Jesus	often	taught	great	truths	through	

the	use	of	practical	illustrations.	Perhaps	the	best	
illustrations are those that come directly from the 
Bible. Take time to reflect upon the lesson and 
make note of biblical illustrations that could help 
you teach more effectively. You may also think 
of some experiences from your life or the lives 
of other Christians that would help to illustrate a 
truth in the lesson.

Personal	illustrations	should	always	be	truthful	
and practical; at times, they may be thought-
provoking or humorous as well.

Use the Class Teaching Notes 

Class Teaching Notes have been prepared for 
each lesson in this series. These notes are identical 
in format to the Study Guide. The page numbers 
on the Class Teaching Notes correspond to the 
page numbers in the Study Guide.

Be sure to make any handwritten notes on the 
Class Teaching Notes that you feel will assist you 
in teaching the lesson. You may wish to mark 
down personal illustrations, application ideas, or 
quotes and key expressions from the book Door 
of Hope.

The Class Teaching Notes will be your aid as 
you teach the Bible lesson. The Class Teaching 
Notes are designed to be removed from the 
Teacher’s Guide and placed neatly in your Bible. 
When teaching these lessons, do not carry the 
entire Teacher’s Guide or the book Door of Hope 
to class; only carry your Bible and the Class 
Teaching Notes. 

Teacher’s PreparationTeacher’s Preparation



Review

When you walk into class, you should know 
thoroughly	 what	 you	 are	 going	 to	 teach.	 Plan	
a time to review the Class Teaching Notes and 
Scripture	reading.	If	you	take	the	time	to	review	
the lesson, the things you have studied will be 
more firmly planted in your heart.

Conclude With a Time of Prayer

•	Pray	for	the	guidance	and	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.

•	Pray	for	a	spiritual	understanding	of	God’s	Word.

•	Pray	for	your	pastor	and	church	to	be	strengthened.

•	Pray	for	lost	souls	to	be	saved.

Ten Laws for the 
Sunday School Teacher

1. Prepare	early	for	Sunday	School.

2. Recognize the authority of God’s Word.

3. Enter into study with prayer.

4. Know the material comprehensively before 
teaching in parts.

5. Use proper teaching methods.

6. Take	your	class	to	the	Scripture	often.

7. Help your class think biblically and use 
biblical language.

8. Make strong application in the conclusion of 
the lesson.

9. Encourage Bible memory.

10. Find a way to encourage daily preparation for 
next week’s lesson.

	 Clarence	Sexton

Teacher’s Preparation



Tips for Teaching the Bible
As teachers of God’s Word, we have a desire to 

be as effective as possible because we know that 
people need to hear and understand the Bible. You 
do not have to obtain a formal education to be a 
good teacher. Here are several suggestions that 
will help you to become a more effective teacher.

Always Begin and End on Time

This shows great respect and consideration for 
others. The teacher should arrive to class early and 
should be prepared to teach before he arrives.

Do Not Be Afraid to Ask Questions

You may ask questions to the entire class or 
to	 individuals.	 Some	 questions	 may	 take	 time	
for people to answer. You may need to reword a 
question to lead people to the correct answer.

Get Every Member of the Class Involved

This can be done in a variety of ways including 
the following:

•	 Allowing	the	class	or	class	members	to	
read	Scripture

•	 Asking	questions	that	call	for	a	response

•	 Encouraging	class	members	to	write	in	
the Study Guide

Maintain Eye Contact With Your Class

Many teachers fail in this matter because they 
are bound to their notes or to a book they have 
carried to class. When teaching, carry only your 
Bible with the Class Teaching Notes neatly placed 
in it. Use the notes to help you stay on track and 
teach in a logical order, but do not give your notes 
more attention than your students.

Use Variety in Your Teaching
No	one	wants	 to	be	part	of	a	Sunday	School	

class that is cold and dead. You can make a class 
much more lively and interesting by varying your 
teaching methods and styles. This can be done in 
many ways including the following:

•				Using	object	lessons	or	visual	aids		 	
    when teaching

•				Allowing	students	to	answer	or 
    discuss questions

•				Using	an	illustration	to	grab	the	students’ 
    attention at the beginning of the lesson

•				Varying	your	tone	of	voice 
    (Do not speak in a monotone voice.)

Tips for Teaching the Bible



Make Specific Applications 
to Your Students

As you are teaching, work diligently to apply the 
truths you are teaching to the students in your class. 
They	will	find	joy	in	obeying God’s Word. Be clear 
and specific as you seek to show the students how 
the lesson applies to them. At the conclusion of the 
lesson, call for definite decisions; encourage each 
student to write these decisions in the Study Guide 
or in his Bible.

Keep the Bible Central
As Baptists we believe that our sole authority for 

faith and practice is God’s Word. When you teach, 
your students should know that you have taught 
them	 God’s	 Word.	Take	 people	 to	 the	 Scriptures	
often and read the passages given in each lesson. 
You should teach in such a way that every student 
feels as if he needs a Bible in order to participate. 
Keep the Bible central in every question, in every 
discussion, and in every lecture.

Be Filled With the Holy Spirit of God
God can enable all of His children to do the work 

He has called them to do. For the Christian, the 
filling	of	the	Spirit	is	not	an	option;	it	is	a	command	
(Ephesians	5:18).	The	Lord	Jesus	said	in	John	15:5,	
“Without me ye can do nothing.” We often try to 

do for ourselves what we are not capable of doing. 
God can speak to the hearts of men, and He will 
speak through us as we are yielded to Him and 
filled	with	His	Spirit.

Tips for Teaching the BibleTips for Teaching the Bible



Goals for This Series

•	 To	ask	God	to	make	us	aware	of	our	true	
spiritual condition and of how desperately 
we need Him

•	 To	see	the	greatness	of	God’s	love	as	He	
seeks after and redeems unworthy sinners

•	 To	understand	that	our	sin	and	rebellion	
hurts the heart of our loving Lord

•	 To	worship	God	alone	and	never	allow	
anything to take His place in our lives

•	 To	realize	we	must	not	fail	to	pass	on	the	
truth to the next generation

•	 To	recognize	that	we	are	not	to	consume	
God’s blessings upon ourselves, but rather 
to use them to make Him known in this 
world

•	 To	know	that	our	hope	is	only	in	the	Lord	
and begin to pray for a true spiritual 
awakening sent by the Holy Spirit of God



God’s Message  
Through Hosea 1

Through the troubles in Hosea’s home, 
he reached the consciousness of his calling.  
Hosea married Gomer in good faith, but her 
unfaithfulness and ultimate enslavement broke 
the heart of her husband. Gomer’s adultery 
pictured Israel’s apostasy. The story of Hosea’s 
home life sets the stage for understanding God’s 
relationship with His people. The prophet, through 
the heartbreak of his own marriage, comes to see 
in a more meaningful way Israel’s sin against 
God.	The	Lord’s	message	 for	each	one	of	us	 is	
the message of His love and our responsibility.

Bible Background Reading
Hosea 1:1-11; John 3:16; Jeremiah 31:1; John 13:1; 
Isaiah 53:6; Romans 3:9-19; Genesis 12:1-3;  
I	Peter	2:9-10

Bible Lesson Reading
Read chapter one in Door of Hope by 
Clarence	Sexton.

Preparation Questions for Lesson 1

Background Reading
Hosea 1:1-11; John 3:16; Jeremiah 31:1; John 13:1;  

Isaiah	53:6;	Romans	3:9-19;	Genesis	12:1-3;	I	Peter	2:9-10

Monday
Read Hosea 1:1-3. Who was Hosea’s wife and what was her 

moral downfall?

Tuesday
Jeremiah 31:3 teaches us that God’s love is everlasting. What 

does this mean?

Wednesday
What phrase in John 13:1 expresses the love that Christ has 

for His own?

Thursday
According to Romans 3:9-19, why is all the world guilty  

before God?

Friday
Read Hosea 1:4-9 and list the names of Hosea’s children.

Saturday
Compare	Hosea	1:10	and	I	Peter	2:9-10.	What	is	God	able	to	

do for those who are not His people?

God’s Message Through Hosea

Teacher’s Preparation



Teacher’s Preparation

Notes

Scripture	Memory

Teacher’s Notes

Lesson Aims

To show that the heart of God is revealed in the life of Hosea 
the prophet

To see in the message of Hosea a vivid picture of God’s 
redeeming love seeking after sinners

To be reminded through the actions of Gomer that we have 
rebellious hearts and that we are all guilty before God

To know that God desires to bless us and be near us, but our 
sin breaks fellowship with Him and hinders His full blessing

To thank God for His everlasting love that seeks after us and 
to serve Him because of His great love for us

God’s Message  
Through Hosea 1

“And the Lord said to Hosea, Go, take unto thee a wife of whore-
doms and children of whoredoms: for the land hath committed great 

whoredom, departing from the Lord.”
Hosea 1:2

osea	 delivered	 the	 Lord’s	 message	
to the northern kingdom, Israel. 
Through the troubles in Hosea’s 
home, he reached the consciousness 
of his calling.  Hosea married Gomer 
in good faith, but her unfaithfulness 

and ultimate enslavement broke the heart of her 
husband. Gomer’s adultery 
pictured Israel’s apostasy.

Entering this book of the 
Bible brings us into the heart 
of God.  Read Hosea 1:1-11. 
In the first three chapters, the 
story of Hosea’s home life sets 
the stage for understanding 
God’s relationship with His 
people. The prophet, through 
the heartbreak of his own 
marriage, comes to see in a more meaningful way 
Israel’s sin against God. Hosea represents God, 
our loving heavenly Father. Gomer represents 
the nation of Israel and the people of that nation. 
The	 Lord’s	 message	 for	 each	 one	 of	 us	 is	 the	
message of His love and our responsibility.

5

God chose 
to reveal 

His loving 
heart through 
His prophet 

Hosea.



Notes

Class Teaching Notes

Notes

Class Teaching Notes

6 7

Hosea 
In	this	book,	the	Lord	immediately	introduces	

us to Hosea and his family. Verse	one	begins,	“The 
word of the Lord that came unto 
Hosea.” When God spoke to 
him, he was obedient. Hosea 
points us to our loving God.

When we read our Bibles, we 
see God at work in an unfolding 
drama of redemption. However, 
there is no place in the Old 
Testament where we find such 

a vivid picture of God’s redeeming love as we do 
in this book of Hosea. When we look at the life of 
Hosea,	we	are	to	see	our	Lord.

God’s redeeming love seeks sinners. With 
every move of this book of the Bible, as this man 
seeks after his wife, we get a glimpse of our God 
who loves us “so” much that He “gave his only 
begotten Son” (John 3:16).

Gomer
Next,	let	us	consider	Gomer,	Hosea’s	wife.	She	

is a woman who engages in the most abominable 
behavior and the most disgusting activity. The 
Bible says that she is engaged in whoredoms. 
She	forsakes	her	husband	and	children	to	go	after	
other men, yet Hosea loves her. 

Jeremiah 31:3 says that God has loved us “with 
an everlasting love.” God’s love is pictured in the 
love Hosea had for his wife Gomer. 

As we look at Gomer, we see ourselves. Our 
rebellious hearts are laid bare. God says in 
Romans 3:9-19 that we are 
all guilty before Him. Every 
time you think about her vile 
behavior, think of what God 
says concerning you and me 
and His great love for us.

The Children
The name of each child 

brings a message from God. 
In Hosea 1:3-5 we meet the oldest child, whose 
name is Jezreel, which means “scattered.” His 
name declares God’s message, “I am going to 
scatter My people.” They could have obeyed God 
and been blessed; but they will be scattered.

In Hosea 1:6-7 we meet a little girl named 
Loruhamah. We are not sure whether or not 
Hosea is her father. God’s message in her name is 
that He will no longer have pity or mercy. He will 
no longer have the intimate fellowship that He 
desires	to	have.	Something	has	happened!

We find in Hosea 1:8-9 a third child born who 
is the offspring of an adulterous relationship. 
His name, Loammi, means “not my people.” 
God declares, “You are not my people.”  They 
do not know God the way He desires for them to 
know Him. 

The most powerful message for mankind  
is the love of God. His grace is greater  

than all our sin.

This is the 
amazing 

story of God’s 
redeeming 

love. 

Nothing is as 
powerful as 
the seeking 

love that God 
has for us.
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Where did we find our hope? In Christ’s hour 
of trouble, when He was crucified in weakness 
and bled and died for our sins, God opened wide 
a door of hope for us through the precious work 
of Christ on Calvary; through His death, burial, 
and resurrection. Beloved, there is hope in the 
Lord	Jesus	Christ!

Bible Background Reading
Hosea	2:1-23;	Proverbs	13:12;	Ecclesiastes	9:4;	 
Job 1:9-10; Joshua 7:26; Isaiah 65:10; Jeremiah 
30:7; Revelation 13:8; Revelation 14:1; John 12:27

Bible Lesson Reading
Read chapter two in Door of Hope by 
Clarence	Sexton.

2Door of Hope
Door of Hope
Background Reading

Hosea	2:1-23;	Proverbs	13:12;	Ecclesiastes	9:4;	Job	1:9-10;	
Joshua 7:26; Isaiah 65:10; Jeremiah 30:7; Revelation 13:8; 
Revelation 14:1; John 12:27

Monday
In Hosea 2:1-23, the word “therefore” marks key transitions 

in this chapter. In which verses do we find these transitions?

Tuesday
How does the message of Ecclesiastes 9:4 teach us to keep our 

hope in God?

Wednesday
According to Hosea 2:6-7, why did Hosea “hedge up” Gomer’s 

way with thorns?

Thursday
In Hosea 2:9-13, what would be taken away? Why would these 

things be removed?

Friday
According to Hosea 2:14-15, in what valley would the door 

of hope be found?

Saturday
What is the time of trouble prophesied in Jeremiah 30:7?

Preparation Questions for Lesson 2


